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Dimension

WHAT WE ASSESS

The Extracurricular Dimension examines whether students
with a migrant background have

access to the same opportunities for socialisation, culture,
and leisure as their native peers
outside the school environment.
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Extracurricular
Dimension

It is structured around four interconnected variables:

• Participation in organised associations and networks —
religious communities, sports clubs,

and youth organisations that provide structured social
capital outside school. 

• Participation in the cultural life of the community — access
to local events, cultural initiatives, and civic

life of the host community.

• Access to and use of informal socialisation spaces — youth
centres, sports facilities, and informal meeting

places shared with native peers.

• Informal language competence — the ability to use the
host country's language in spontaneous

peer conversations, distinct from formal academic
proficiency.
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Extracurricular
Dimension

 HOW DOES THE 

DIMENSION WORK

The four variables are interconnected and form a coherent picture of the
student's life beyond the school gates. 

• Participation in organised associations and networks: broad and mixed
participation indicates social inclusion beyond the school vs exclusively ethnic

participation may signal that the migrant community has not yet opened to
mixed socialisation.

• Participation in the cultural life of the host community: equal access to local
cultural events reflects inclusion in the host community vs economic or

informational barriers signal systemic exclusion from civic life.

• Access to and use of Informal socialisation spaces: similarly, presence in
mixed spaces (sports centres, youth clubs) suggests real-world inclusion vs

absence from these spaces may reflect perceived exclusion or discrimination.

• Informal language competence: spontaneous language use with peers
indicates deep social inclusion vs reliance on the language of origin only in all

informal contexts signals limited access to native peer networks.
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Extracurricular
Dimension

WHY THIS MATTERS
Extra-school life is where inclusion is either consolidated or abandoned. 

Students who are formally present in school but excluded from the social life of the host community
experience a form of partial inclusion that statistics do not capture — and that predicts long-term

socio-educational marginalisation. 
Because data on this dimension are largely inaccessible through macro sources, the ECEPAA Index
relies primarily on teacher observations — what students report in class, what teachers notice. This
indirect methodology is a deliberate methodological choice that acknowledges the lived reality of

schools as privileged observation points.

A school system that integrates students during school hours but leaves them isolated the rest of the
day has not solved the inclusion problem — it has deferred it.

METHODOLOGY

  Both data sources are combined to produce a composite score for each 
variable, enabling cross-national comparison at both school and system level.

Macro-Level Data

PISA 2022, Eurostat, OECD Education 
at a Glance, MIPEX — document the 
size and distribution of educational 
gaps across all four countries and 
enable cross-national comparison.

Teacher Questionnaire Data

School-level observations collected 
through a structured questionnaire 
addressed to teachers — reveal the 
quality of daily relational experiences 
— peer dynamics, social networks, and 
family access to school life — as 
observed by teachers in their direct 

school context.
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KEY TAKEAWAY 

The Extracurricular Dimension is the least visible but one of 
the most decisive dimensions of inclusion. It captures the 
social life that determines whether school-level inclusion 

translates into genuine belonging in the host society.

Extra-school outcomes are shaped by formal school 
outcomes (I Dimension), relational dynamics within the 

school (II Dimension), and the institutional resources the 
school deploys (IV Dimension).


