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The Formal School Dimension examines the conditions
under which students with an immigrant background
experience formal schooling and whether the educational
system produces equitable outcomes regardless of origin.
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It is structured around five interconnected variables:

» Academic performance — performance gaps between
students with an immigrant background and native
students.

* Early school leaving — risk of leaving education before
completing upper secondary level.

* Educational tracking — systematic orientation of students
with an immigrant background towards lower-track
pathways regardless of their actual abilities.

» Access to language support — adequacy and accessibility
of linguistic support provided to students with an immigrant
background, from conversational to academic register.

» Grade repetition —institutional decision that compounds
existing disadvantage and significantly increases the risk of
early school leaving among students with an immigrant
background.
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HOW DOES THE
c )\ DIMENSION WORK

The five variables do not operate independently. They form a causal
chain: tracking shapes the school environment in which performance is
measured; inadequate language support affects academic performance;

poor performance increases the risk of grade repetition; repetition
increases the risk of early school leaving.

* Academic performance gaps demonstrate that the gap is not an
inevitable consequence of migration, but a variable outcome shaped by
institutional conditions.

* Early school leaving is the cumulative outcome of tracking, inadequate
support, and grade repetition.

» Tracking concentrates disadvantage: students with an immigrant
background are systematically over-represented in lower-track vocational
pathways regardless of their actual abilities.

* Language support implementation is uneven, underfunded, and often
limited to conversational competence rather than the academic register.

» Grade repetition rarely leads to recovery — it triggers motivational

decline, peer-group loss, and a significantly higher risk of early school
leaving.
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WHY THIS MATTERS

Educational outcomes such as academic performance and early school leaving are not
only indicators of individual achievement — they are predictors of long-term
opportunities in the labour market and society.

Schools are frequently expected to reduce inequalities, but empirical evidence shows
they often reproduce and amplify disparities among students with an immigrant
background. The ECEPAA Index is grounded in a relational understanding of integration:
the gap is not a property of the student, but the product of the interaction between the
conditions the educational system offers and the experiences the student lives.

METHODOLOGY

Both data sources are combined to produce a composite score for each
variable, enabling cross-national comparison at both school and system level.

Macro-Level Data Teacher Questionnaire Data

PISA 2022, Eurostat, OECD Education School-level observations collected
at a Glance, MIPEX — document the through a structured questionnaire
size and distribution of educational addressed to teachers — reveal where

gaps across all four countries and the gap is produced, under what
enable cross-national comparison. institutional conditions, and through
what proximate mechanisms.
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KEY TAKEAWAY

The Formal School Dimension is the essential entry point into
a systemic understanding of educational integration — but not
its entirety.

Formal school outcomes are shaped by relational dynamics
within the school (Il Dimension), participation in out-of-school
and community life (11l Dimension), and the institutional
resources the school deploys (IV Dimension).




