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The Relational Dimension examines the conditions under
which students with an immigrant background experience
school life, from formal outcomes and academic
performance to the quality of daily life within the school,
the social environment and sense of belonging.
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It is structured around four interconnected variables:

* Participation in school activities — extracurricular
participation and the main barriers that prevent it.

» Social network in school setting — the diversity and
heterogeneity of their social network.

* Quality of interactions with native peers — the overall
quality of interactions in their classroom, the content, and
the dynamics.

» Family involvement in school life — the level of

involvement, through attendance at individual meetings and
the attitude of families when they are able to participate.
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The four variables are interconnected: a student who does not participate
in extracurricular activities has fewer opportunities to build diverse
friendships; a student with friends from the same community has fewer
interactions with native peers; a student who feels excluded is less likely to
remain engaged — and their family may not feel welcomed by the
institution.

* Participation in school activities: high extracurricular participation
indicates stronger school inclusion vs low participation may reflect
structural barriers rather than lack of interest.

» Social network in school setting: mixed friendship networks suggest
broader social inclusion vs exclusively homogeneous networks may
indicate isolation.

* Quality of interactions with native peers: positive relations reflect an
inclusive school environment vs conflictual relations may signal weak
inclusion.

* Family involvement in school life: active family participation supports

educational inclusion vs low participation often reflects access barriers,
not disinterest.
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WHY THIS MATTERS

The relational dimension captures what formal outcomes cannot: whether the school is
experienced as a place of belonging or a place of exclusion. This matters because relational
quality directly shapes educational trajectories — students who feel excluded disengage;
students who disengage are at far greater risk of early school leaving.

The family involvement variable has particular advocacy value: data showing that migrant
families who access schools demonstrate high motivation directly challenges the
persistent stereotype of disengaged migrant parents — and reframes the policy problem
from changing families to changing institutions.

A school that reduces inequalities only in the classroom but leaves social exclusion
untouched has not achieved integration.

METHODOLOGY

Both data sources are combined to produce a composite score for each
variable, enabling cross-national comparison at both school and system level.

Macro-Level Data Teacher Questionnaire Data

PISA 2022, Eurostat, OECD Education School-level observations collected
at a Glance, MIPEX — document the through a structured questionnaire
size and distribution of educational addressed to teachers — reveal the
gaps across all four countries and quality of daily relational experiences

enable cross-national comparison. — peer dynamics, social networks, and
family access to school life — as
observed by teachers in their direct
school context.
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KEY TAKEAWAY

Relational inclusion should not be understood as secondary to
academic performance, but as one of its fundamental
conditions. Evidence consistently shows that the quality of
peer interactions, participation in school life, and effective
school-family engagement strongly influence whether
migrant students remain connected to the educational system
or progressively disengage from it.

Relational outcomes are shaped by formal school outcomes (|
Dimension), participation in out-of-school and community life
(Il Dimension), and the institutional resources the school
deploys (IV Dimension).




